Highland Environment Forum newsletter   21 September 2022
Helping Spartina anglica to become sparse, dating basking sharks

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

In early August 2022 Highland Environment Forum members visited Nigg Bay to see at firsthand some of the work being undertaken by RSPB to control Spartina anglica, an invasive plant that can quickly come to dominate saltmarshes. Funded by EU LIFE grant aid, the RSPB and many dedicated volunteers have been able to scale up their work, as Senior Project Manager, Nicola Scott explains in the Forum blog'Turning back the tide of an invasive plant in the Cromarty Firth saltmarshes'

More blogs, podcasts and radio
· North Highlands and Islands Climate Hub: Climate Action Towns - Alness and Invergordon visits 

· Can conservationists save the capercaillie – without killing its predators? 

· The Pollution Experience, episode 8: Dr Neil James, ERI Thurso  speaks to Martin Charter about the circular economy and the challenges and opportunities concerning marine plastics 

· Radio 4: How should I talk to my children about climate change?
News
· Highland Rewilding: New investors targeted to extend north project
Funding
· Scottish Government Rural Communities Ideas into Action Fund. Closing date 10 October

· North Highlands and Islands Climate Action Funding up to £500

Strategy, report and plan
· National Trust of Scotland: Nature, Beauty and Heritage for Everyone, 10-year strategy 

· Marine litter strategy for Scotland: consultation analysis
· Lochalsh Community Action Plan Launch on 24th September, 12-4pm in Dornie Hall

Research
· Mysterious circles of basking sharks explained
Award
· Nature of Scotland 2022 Shortlist 
Jobs 

· A number of posts with NatureScot 

· North Highlands and Islands Climate Hub: Development Officer, contract to 31 March 2023. Closing date 30 Sept

Events
September
Throughout September, Climate Fringe Festival
· 23 Sept - Swishing and dreaming in Lairg Community Centre. See attached poster 

· 24 September: Great British Beach Cleans at Nairn, @ 12.00 - 15.00 @ West and Central Beach and at the East Beach from 12.00 - 13.00 

· 24 and 25 Sept, Highland Good Food Partnership (HGFP) Gathering at the Shieling Project 

· 24 Sep @ 10.00 - 13.00, Berry Foraging & Fungi Identification Workshop (Gunns Wood - Lairg), by Lairg & District Learning Centre 

· Lochalsh Community Action Plan Launch on 24th September, 12-4pm in Dornie Hall 

· 24 Sept @ 13.00 - 16.00 Beauly Wych Elm Celebration Event, Beauly Priory Grounds, Storytelling and guest speakers with creative activities and refreshments provided. 
· 24 Sept Nevis Landscape Partnership's 20th Anniversary -  extra special AGM, speakers and walks 

· 27 Sept @ 09.45 - 15.45,  CARES Online Conference 2022: Community Climate Action 

· 29 Sept @ 14.00 - 15.00 GWCT Webinar on Soil Carbon with Professor David Powlson 

· 30 Sept @ 10.15 - 13.15, Walking and Talking trees with Michael Foxley of Achaphubial, Fort William 

· 30 Sept @ 10.00 - 15.30, Trellis Networking Seminar & Trellis AGM: Aviemore

· 30 Sept @ 10.00 - 11.00 (online) Biodiversity and Business, Institute for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability 

· 30 Sept, 1 Oct Community Woodlands Association Annual Conference  

· 30 Sept @ 10.00 - 15.00 Pasture For Life, Soilmentor app training, Ballinluig

October
The Nairn Naturalists autumn and winter talks programme is attached.

· 2 October @ 10.30 - 12.30 Lochaber Environment Group, Composting Class 

· 5 Oct @ 19.15 - 21.00 SWT North Drought in Scotland – really?
· 6 Oct @ 10.00 - 13.30 Black Isle Brewery, gardening course: Harvest festival: how to make the most of your produce, end of season advice about storing and preserving.

· 8-9 Oct Discovering Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett and Field Studies Council, at Glenmore Lodge

· 8 - 16 Oct Community Land Week
· 19 October @19/30: Badgers. an online presentation by expert Roger Cottis, to start the new Skye and Lochalsh badgers group. Email Elaine Rainey @ elaine@scottishbadgers.org.uk for the zoom link 

· 26 Oct @ 09.30 - 16.30 Armadale Nature Day with Dan Puplett, Armadale Castle, Skye and see attached poster 

· 28 - 30 Oct Take one Action films, Eden Court, Inverness

November
· 17 Nov @ 10.00 - 13.30 Black Isle Brewery, gardening course: Laying the ground for next year: how to make no-dig beds,  compost; pruning and cropping plans.
With regards,

Caroline

Caroline Vawdrey  (1.5 days per week)  T. 01381 600243
unsubscribe
E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues

We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
